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Overview:  

The NetMSDS Intranet/Internet Application adds intranet/internet support for your 
TERMS  and MSDS Standard  for Windows software.  This application provides 
enterprise-wide search, view and print functionality for MSDSs that have HTML, 
SGML, TEXT, TIF, PDF, and GIF Images from your Internet web browser.   
NetMSDS is compatible with Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator.  Not only 
does NetMSDS have a user-friendly interface, there is little installation effort from 
your Network Administration.  The application was designed to reduce network 
traffic and speed up data access. 

Supports both Internet Explorer and Netscape browser (Versions 4.0 or 
higher).  
No Installation required on client PC.  
Works with existing Version 2.x and above TERMS® and MSDS 
Standard™ database in Microsoft Access  97 Version.  
View MSDS Body (HTML, SGML or Text) or View Scanned Image (TIFF, 
GIF or PDF using your default image viewer or Adobe Reader for PDFs) 
Database search, filter and sort functionality.  
Client-Server architecture reduces network traffic.  
Easy Installation.  
New Feature for NetMSDS 4.4 is the ability to view regulatory summary 
information for ingredients in an MSDS.  

New to Version 4.5: 

1. Ability to create a printable report of results. 
2. Ability to create an export of the results 
3. Full and Single sheet labels. 
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REQUIREMENTS: 

Hardware - Server:     Hardware - Client  

Minimum  Recommended 

 

Minimum Recommended 

 Pentium II 350 mhz  Dual Pentium II 400 
mhz 

 

Pentium II 200 Mhz Pentium II 400 Mhg or 
higher 

 

256 MB of RAM  256 MB of RAM 

 

32 MB of RAM 128 MB of RAM 

 

100 Mbps network 
card  

2 - 100 Mbps network 
cards 

 

10 Mbps Network 
Card 

100 Mbps Network Card 

 

Software - Server:     Software - Client   

Window NT 4.0 or Windows 2000, 2003 (ASP 
must be allowed for server permissions) 
  Service Pack 4 or higher 
  Windows NT Option Pack 4 (includes IIS 4.0) 
  IIS Version 4.0 or higher 
  MDAC 2.5 or higher (Microsoft Data Access  
  Components) 

 

Windows 95, 98, NT, 2000 
Internet Explorer 4.01 or higher or 
Netscape Version 4.0 or higher 
Adobe Reader (Required for PDF Documents) 
Image Viewer (Required for Scanned Image 
viewing) 

 

Display resolution set to a minimum of 800 x 600 pixels. 1027 x 768 Recommended.  
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Accessing NetMSDS

  

After the Web Administrator gives you the location of where your application 
resides on your intranet, open the Web Browser.  Type in the URL address 
provided by your Web Administrator and press <ENTER>.    

Example of the MSDS Search screen that is best viewed with a resolution of 1027  
by 768.        
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Buttons:  

These buttons are standard: 
About NetMSDS

  

opens the About screen.   
Back to Search ends the current search results and returns to the 

MSDS Search Page. 
MSDSs on the Web opens the MSDSs on the Web search site provided 

by MC Technologies where you can search directly 
from the manufacturer’s website. 

Help/User’s Guide Links you to Adobe PDF (Reader Required) version 
of the User’s Guide.  

Search performs the search, filter and sorting options that the 
user selects.  If no options are selected, all MSDSs 
are retrieved. 

New Search resets search options and opens the MSDS Search 
Page. 

Print Labels opens the secondary container labeling for printing 
labels.  

Printable Results When displayed you can create a printable view of 
the data in the results page.  

Export  When displayed you can create an spreadsheet 
export of the data in the results page.       



  
NetMSDS User’s Guide   

Revision Date: 03/11/2009   5 

Using NetMSDS

  

Finding an MSDS  

Setting the Search Criteria

 

There are several options similar to the TERMS/MSDS Standard  program.  

Click on the Search by drop down box. 

 

Select a Search Option.  The choices are:  
Product Name  
Product CAS #  
Synonym  
Part #  
Ingredient Name  
Ingredient CAS #  
User Defined Fields 1 through 5 

 

In the Type in the Search Criteria box, enter the desired information or 
leave blank (The results will be the entire MSDS record listing.) 

 

Choose the type of search, whether it Starts with (Explicit) or Contains 
(anywhere within the search field) the item you have entered. 

 

Choose the Amount of Records per page.  Do not put 0. If blank, it will list 
all of the MSDSs within the criteria on one page. 

 

Select the Search for MSDS button.  The results will be discussed shortly 
after this section. 
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Using Filters

  

Use Filter conditions to limit the MSDS’s displayed for easier viewing.  The filter 
conditions are by Site, Location, Manufacturer, and Category.  .  To use:  

 

Click on the appropriate filter selection desired.  All or only one filter type 
can be used or a combination of any of the four. 
Filter by Status: Choose Active, Archived or All (Active and Archived) 
MSDSs.  The default is active MSDSs.   

Filter by Site: Choose one site or leave the default of <All Sites>.    

Filter by Location: When the user selects a site, the Location will 
automatically fill in with the proper locations under that site.  The user can 
also choose the default of <All Locations> to show all locations for that Site.  

Filter by Manufacturer: Choose one manufacturer or leave the default of 
<All Manufacturers>.  

Filter by Category: Choose one category or leave the default of <All 
Categories>.  

Choose the Amount of Records per page.  Do not put 0. If blank, it will list 
all of the MSDSs within the criteria on one page.  

 

Select the Search Button.  The results will be discussed shortly after this 
section.    
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Sorting the Search Results  
You can sort your list of MSDSs by choosing the four Sort Options.   The NetMSDS 
Search Results can sort by Product Name, Part Number, Manufacturer and 
Effective Date.  

Combination Searching 
Combination Searching is using a filter condition to do a Search.   

Choose a search option.  

Choose a Filter Option   

Choose a Sort Order.   

Choose the number of Records Per Page.  If you need a complete listing to 
print of MSDSs, please leave this field blank.  The number of records 
entered here will affect the MSDS List when you print the report.  You 
cannot enter 0 in this field.  

Select the Search Button.  The results will be discussed shortly after this 
section.  
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Search Resu lts and Printing  

The search results screen displays the results of the given search.  You can print 
this  page using the printable page button or export to spreadsheet using the 
export  button.    

Click on the green hyperlink of the Product Name.  The MSDS appears in a 
new window.  If the MSDS is an msds body (HTML or TEXT), it will appear 
like the sample on the left. 
If the MSDS is a scanned image or Adobe

 

document, the MSDS needs 
an Image Viewer or Adobe

 

Reader installed to the computer.  The file 
opens in the program reader. 
You can save this MSDS using the Web Browser by selecting File (or 
similar command, then Save As (or similar command).  You can save the 
file in any name desired in any location.  Or from the results page, right 
mouse click on the hyperlink of the product name and select Save Target 
As with your left mouse button to save the MSDS. 
The User can Print this MSDS using the Web Browser by selecting File (or 
similar command, then Print (or similar command).  The User can print the 
file and set the print setup any way they would like using their web browser. 
Close the window by selecting File and Close within the window or 
choosing the X on the top right hand corner. 
If the user is finished with the search results, select the Back to Search 
Button  to return to the main search screen.   

 

If opening this document for the first time, a File Download box will appear.  This is 
an Internet Explorer window.  Check Open this file from its current location.  
Uncheck Always ask before opening this type of file.  Click on OK.  If any of these 
options are disabled, please refer to technical notations for more information. 


